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ary, while Lincoln was en route for Washington. As Lin-
coln arrived in Washington on the 23d of February, the
first offer must have been made in the interval between
that day and the 4th of March.

The History of Nicolay and Hay does not mention the
first offer. It speaks of the second one as a matter about
which the facts are in dispute, the disputants being John
Minor Botts and J. B. Baldwin. Botts was an ex-member
of Congress from Virginia and.a strong Union man. Bald-
win was a member of the Virginia Convention and a Union
man. He had come to Washington in response to an invi-
tation which Lincoln had sent, on or about the 20th of
March, to George W. Summers, who was likewise a mem-
ber of the convention. Summers was not able to come at
the time when the invitation reached him, and he deputed
Baldwin to go in his place.

After the war ended, Botts wrote a book entitled "The
Great Rebellion/' in which he gave the following account
of an interview he had had with President Lincoln on
Sunday, April 7, 1861 (two days after Baldwin had had
his interview):

About this time Mr. Lincoln sent a messenger to Richmond,
inviting a distinguished member of the Union party to come
immediately to Washington, and if he could not come himself,
to send some other prominent Union man, as he wanted to see
Mm on business of the first importance. The gentleman thus
addressed, Mr. Summers, did not go, but sent another, Mr. J.
B. Baldwin, who had distinguished himself by his zeal in the
Union cause during the session of the convention; but this gen-
tleman was slow in getting to Washington, and did not reach
there for something like a week after the time he was expected.
He reached Washington on Friday, the 5th of April, and, on
calling on Mr. Lincoln, the following conversation in substance
took place, as I learned from Mr. Lincoln himself. After ex-
pressing some regret that he had not come sooner, Mr. Lin-
coln said, " My object in desiring the presence of Mr. Summers,discussion in which Lin-
